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Burlington, Massachusetts – On May 4th, Erland Construction, Springfield Col-
lege, and Stephen Jablonski Architects were all honored with Paul E. Tsongas 
awards from the Preservation Massachusetts organization at its 2011 ceremony 
at the Fairmont Copley Plaza. The firms were singled out for their work on the 
Stitzer YMCA restoration project at Springfield College. This prestigious award 
– Preservation Massachusetts’ highest accolade – recognizes those who have 
played an extraordinary role in promoting the preservation of the Common-
wealth’s past for the benefit of the future. 

“We are extremely excited to honor the work and dedication these educational 
institutions have made to their historic buildings, their communities and their stu-
dents,” said Jim Igoe, president of Preservation Massachusetts. “These projects 
are models for others within the state of Massachusetts and beyond.” 

Erland Construction teamed with Stephen Jablonski Architects to renovate Judd 
Gymnasia – the oldest building on the Springfield College campus – which yielded 
the Stitzer YMCA Center. This adaptive reuse focused on restoring the unique 
character of the 1894 campus landmark. Over time, the building had been reno-
vated and changed to accommodate various needs. For this project, Erland was 
charged with bringing the building back to life, revitalizing and emphasizing its 
original beauty by uncovering its large arched windows and vaulted ceilings. The 
39,350 square foot building now includes the College’s Office of YMCA Relations, 
YMCA program space, and the YMCA Hall of Fame. A new Springfield College 
museum and the college archives, along with new student activity space, are 
housed in this renovated building.

This project marked the third time Erland has worked on the Springfield College 
campus.

Erland Construction, with offices in Burlington, Massachusetts, and East Windsor, 
Connecticut, is the region’s leading open shop construction management, pro-
gram management, design/build, and general contracting firm. The company has 
the specialized expertise for new construction, additions, and renovations in ma-
jor market sectors including academic, residential, commercial, and healthcare.
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Erland Bestowed With a Preservation Massachusetts Award

Award recipients for the Stitzer YMCA Center project at 
Springfield College. From left to right: Jack Hodgkins, 
Preservation Massachusetts’ Chair; Stephen Jabonski, 
Stephen Jablonski Architects’ President; Richard B. Flynn, 
Springfield College’s President; Steven McDonald, Erland 
Construction’s President; and Jim Igoe, Preservation Mas-
sachusetts’s President


